Medicaid program; imposition of cost sharing charges under Medicaid--Health Care Financing Administration. Final rule with comment period.
This final rule revises regulations concerning imposition of cost sharing amounts on Medicaid recipients. Section 131 of the Tax Equity and Fiscal Responsibility Act of 1982 (Pub. L. 97-248) amended the Medicaid cost sharing requirements. This final rule revises the Medicaid regulations to remove the prohibition on States from imposing deductibles, coinsurance or copayments on categorically or medically needy individuals with certain exceptions. Under the law, States are precluded from imposing such charges with respect to services furnished to individuals under 18, services furnished to pregnant women, if the services relate to the pregnancy, or to any condition which may complicate the pregnancy, and services furnished to certain institutionalized patients who are required to spend all of their income for medical care costs except for a personal needs allowance. The law also prohibits imposition of deductions, cost sharing or similar charges on emergency services, and family planning services and supplies to any individual. Finally, services furnished by a health maintenance organization (HMO) to a categorically needy individual who is enrolled in the HMO are also exempt from cost sharing. States may also exempt medically needy HMO enrolees if they desire. The law also establishes a waiver authority under which cost-sharing amounts may be increased for nonemergency services in hospital emergency rooms. This rule reflects these changes in the law.